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About the Business Laureates of BC Hall of Fame   
 
The Business Laureates of BC Hall of Fame is an initiative created by Junior Achievement of British Columbia 
to honour BC business leaders who have made outstanding contributions to our Province and country.  
Founded in 2006, The Hall of Fame stands as a testament to the positive legacy Laureates provide to 
enterprising youth of British Columbia. They Built. We Benefit.  These words represent the foundation of the 
Business Laureates of British Columbia Hall of Fame. While they may have succeeded in different industries, 
different times in our history and different parts of our great province, the Laureates all exemplify vision, 
leadership, and integrity. Their careers are legendary. 
 
About Junior Achievement  
 
Junior Achievement (JA) is the world’s largest not-for-profit organization dedicated to educating young people 
about business.  With over 120 charters world wide, JA brings a global view of business to local communities. 
Since 1955 Junior Achievement of British Columbia (JABC) has partnered with educators, donors and 
volunteers to bring a real world experience into the classroom.  Our programs give students the confidence 
and skills they need to become the next generation of business and community leaders. 
 
 
 
For more information please contact:    
Christopher Hindle 
Manager, Marketing and Communications 
JUNIOR ACHIEVEMENT OF BRITISH COLUMBIA 
(604) 688 – 3887 EXT. 231 
Cell: (778)-858-6565 
christopher.hindle@jabc.org  
 
 
 



 

 

The Business Laureates of BC Hall of Fame is an initiative created by Junior Achievement of British Columbia to 
honour BC business leaders who have made outstanding contributions to our province and country.  The Hall of 
Fame stands as a testament to the positive legacy the Laureates provide to enterprising youth of British 
Columbia.   
 
Each year, new Laureates are formally welcomed into the Business Laureates of BC Hall of Fame at the Gala 
Dinner and Induction Ceremonies.  They will be nominated by their peers and chosen by an independent 
selection committee representing BC’s foremost business, academic, and media institutions.  
 

They Built. We Benefit. 
 

These words represent the foundation of the Business Laureates of British Columbia Hall of Fame. While they 
may have succeeded in different industries, different times in our history and different parts of our great 
province, the Laureates all exemplify excellence, integrity, sound business ethics and the respect of their peers. 
Their careers are legendary. 
 
The award presented to each Laureate acknowledges the spirit of the greatest leaders and mentors in our 
province. Laureates have demonstrated a Vision unique among their peers; they have provided Leadership to 
move others to achieve their goals; they have led their lives with Integrity; and they have built a Legacy that 
will enrich those who follow.  
 

 
  
 
 

2010 Business Laureates of BC Gala Dinner and Induction Ceremonies 
 
DATE:   Wednesday, May 19, 2010 
 
TIME:   6:00 pm Reception  

7:00 pm Dinner (Black Tie) 
 

PLACE:   Fairmont Hotel Vancouver 
900 West Georgia Street, Vancouver, BC 

 



 

 

Past Inductees of the Business Laureates of British Columbia Hall of Fame: 
 
Michael Audain, O.B.C., LL.D  Irving (Ike) Barber, O.C, O.B.C. 
Charles Bentall L.L.G. (Poldi) Bentley 
David Black, MBA Hon. John V. Clyne, C.C. 
William Farrell Thomas James Foord, O.B.C. 
Frank A. Griffiths, F.C.A. Chester A. Johnson, C.M., O.B.C., B.Comm., F.C.A. 
Dr. Norman B. Keevil, O.C. Henry Holman (Hank) Ketcham III, O.B.C. 
Henry Holman (Pete) Ketcham Jr. Samuel Kendall (Sam) Ketcham 
William Peters (Bill) Ketcham  Leon J. Koerner, LL.D. 
Tong Louie, C.M., O.B.C., B.S.A., LL.D. John S. MacDonald, O.C. 
H.R. MacMillan, C.C. G. W. Grant McConachie 
Wendy B. McDonald, C.M., O.B.C., LL.D., D.Tech. William M. Mercer 
Jimmy Pattison, O.C. , O.B.C. Donald B. Rix, M.D., C.M., O.B.C.  
William L. Sauder (Bill), O.C., O.B.C., B.Comm., LL.D. Joseph Segal, C.M., O.B.C., LL.D. 
Charles Woodward   

 

 
 
Business Laureates of BC Hall of Fame Permanent Site 
 
The Business Laureates of British Columbia Hall of Fame has a simple goal: to honour those who helped build 
our province… and to inspire those that follow to be builders themselves. Through our “buy a brick campaign” and 
the generosity of the community, Junior Achievement of British Columbia (JABC) has built a Hall of Fame…to tell 
their stories.  
 
In 2009, JABC unveiled the site for the Hall of Fame at the Vancouver Convention Centre.  The interactive 
display includes a Kiosk that spent the last two years traveling to Victoria and Prince George.  Now people from 
all parts of our province can share our feeling of pride in these remarkable BC business leaders.   
 

 



 

2010 Business Laureates of  British Columbia Hall of  Fame Inductee 
 

Alex A. Campbell, O.B.C., LL.D. 
 
Born in Victoria in 1941, Alex Campbell is known as a Vancouver Island business success 
story. He started in the grocery business at 15 years of age not as an owner but as an 
employee, bagging groceries and stocking shelves at Super Valu.  
 
From bag boy, Alex worked his way up in the industry to become District Manager for 
Shop Easy stores in Vancouver, but this was only the beginning. With a strong vision and 
entrepreneurial spirit, Alex opened The 49th Parallel Grocery in Ladysmith in 1973 and 
quickly went on to build one of Canada’s most respected, high-quality grocery chains with 
Thrifty Foods starting in 1977.  

 
Campbell served as President & CEO of Thrifty Foods until 2003 and currently serves as Chairman Emeritus.  
 
In 2007, Campbell sold the business to Sobeys, but not before building a chain of highly respected and successful 
locations throughout Vancouver Island. Thrifty Foods and Alex Campbell himself have been synonymous with good 
corporate citizenship. Campbell was a stalwart supporter of his employees, local producers and manufacturers and the 
community. Leading by example and being committed to "putting back", he has continuously and generously supported 
local food banks, elementary and high school students, children with disabilities, the arts and the environment.  
 
Campbell’s passion for his community is apparent through his philanthropic giving both personally and through his 
business.  He has served and continues to serve on a number of committees including past membership on the Board of 
Advisors in the Faculty of Business at UVic, serving as Honourary Chair of the Better Together Campaign for the 
Greater Victoria Hospital Foundation from 1994-96 and as a Member of the BC Progress Board in 2003.  He was also 
Chair of the Daring to Believe Capital Campaign with the BC Cancer Foundation from 1998 - 2002 which raised over 
$6.4 million, Chairman of the Canadian Council of Grocery Distributors from 2006 – 2008 and Chair of the BC Cancer 
Foundation Vancouver Island Advisory Council from 2003 – present. 
 
Campbell has been repeatedly recognized as a leader in business for his fairness, generosity and unyielding dedication to 
his community. Since 1989, Campbell has received a number of awards including National Entrepreneur of the Year for 
Service Excellence in 1997, Honourary Citizen of Victoria in 1998, Victoria’s Business Person of the Year in 1989, and 
the Order of BC in 1999.  He received an Honourary Doctorate of Laws from Royal Roads University in 2000 and from 
The University of Victoria in 2009, the CIBC Spirit Of Leadership Community Award for community spirit and 
corporate giving excellence in 2004 and the Canadian Council of Grocery Distributors’ (CCGD) Robert Beaudry Award 
of Excellence in 2008.  In 2009, Mr. Campbell received the Greater Victoria Chamber of Commerce Lifetime 
Achievement Award. 
 

 



 

2010 Business Laureates of  British Columbia Hall of  Fame Inductee 
 

Jack Diamond, C.C., O.B.C., LL.D. 
1910 – 2001  
 
Jack Diamond has left an indelible mark on the history of British Columbia, as a 
businessman, sportsman, philanthropist and community-minded citizen. 
Arriving in BC in 1927 as an 18 year old immigrant from the shattered post war remnants 
of the Austro-Hungarian Empire, Jack went on to distinguish himself as one of British 
Columbia’s leading and most respected businessmen. 
 
In 1940, he purchased the Pacific Meat Company and built it into the largest packing house 
in Western Canada.  His vision led him to employ new and innovative technology to deal 
with the challenge of increasing productivity. 

 
Jack took his responsibilities as a community leader seriously.  He sat on several Boards and was a leader in the Jewish 
community and the community at large.  He was always approachable, and became a mentor to people from all walks of 
life, earning formal honours such as “Freedom of the City of Vancouver” and the honourary title, “Mayor of Marpole”. 
 
Jack Diamond’s leadership brought together sportsmen from across the province to raise much needed funding for a 
variety of endeavours. He loved horse racing and his ownership and operation of the race track at Exhibition Park 
significantly contributed to the survival of thoroughbred horse racing in British Columbia. In 1953, by invitation from 
then Premier W.A.C. Bennett, Jack Diamond chaired the Special Events Committee that raised the funds to build Empire 
Stadium. Without this stadium, Vancouver would have lost the British Empire Games that took place in Vancouver in 
1954. 
 
Jack Diamond could be characterized as a brilliant businessman with a heart of gold.  His vision was reflected in the 
leadership he displayed in the numerous charitable and community-based activities he became associated with over his 
long career.  He was renowned for his generosity, often giving more than he could afford.  Jack is credited with co-
founding what later grew into the B.C. Heart Foundation. He instilled the principles of philanthropy and community 
citizenship in his own family and set an exacting example for all to follow. 
 
His university, business and community associates viewed him as a true builder of Simon Fraser University.  He served 
on the SFU Board of Governors from 1967-1973, and was Chancellor from 1975-1978. The 1974 citation accompanying 
his SFU Honourary Doctorate of Laws Degree is as apt today as it was then: “Surpassing all his endeavours has been his 
concern for people. Today his family can reflect on the results of his selfless, generous and humanitarian spirit.” 
 
     

 

 



 

 

2010 Business Laureates of  British Columbia Hall of  Fame Inductee 
 
Robert (Bob) H. Lee, C.M., O.B.C., B.Comm., LL.D.  
Chairman, Prospero Group 
 
Long-term vision, entrepreneurial drive and a strong dedication to community – these 
are hallmarks of Bob Lee’s life and career.  Born in Vancouver in 1933, Lee attended the 
University of British Columbia (UBC), earning a Bachelor of Commerce degree in 1956. 
Chinese tradition dictated that upon graduation, Lee should join his father’s import 
business. Lasting only two years, he envisioned a more prosperous future, joking that his 
father didn’t pay him enough to support his lifestyle. He joined the real estate firm H.A. 
Roberts, and moved on to co-found Wall Financial Corp. (WFC-T) in 1966. In 1979, he 
built a formidable real estate business by forming the highly successful Prospero Group 
of Companies. 

 
Lee’s foresight in fostering business ties to Asia, at a time when few others recognized its future influence, sparked 
major Asian investments in British Columbia and marked a significant development in the province’s economic growth in 
the 1970s and ’80s. He built a strong real estate presence on the west coast of Canada and the U.S., with extensive 
commercial real estate holdings in the Lower Mainland.  

Lee’s career has combined outstanding achievements with philanthropy and community service. His business acumen and 
knowledge have enabled him to play a key role with a number of community institutions. A long-time patron of UBC, 
Bob Lee has served as member of the Board of Governors (1984 - 1990), as Chancellor (1993- 1996) and Chair of the 
UBC Foundation. In November 2006, the Robert H. Lee Graduate School was established at the Sauder School of 
Business. The school is named for his generous gift to graduate education at the school as well as his long-term support 
to UBC. He is a Director of The Vancouver Foundation and the Prostate Centre at Vancouver General Hospital, and his 
many past directorships include the Vancouver Port Corporation, the Vancouver Board of Trade and B.C. Paraplegic 
Foundation. He has also served on many corporate boards, including BC Tel, CN, Crown Life Insurance and Wall 
Financial, and is a Trustee for Fraser Institute and the Peter Wall Institute for Advanced Studies at UBC.  

One of his most notable contributions includes his role as a key founder of UBC Properties Trust in 1987. He saw land 
as a tremendous asset that could generate revenue through long-term endowment wealth. The first residential project, 
the 28-acre community of Hampton Place, produced $80 million for the UBC Endowment. For his ongoing contributions 
to UBC, Mr. Lee has also received his alma mater's Distinguished Alumni Award. 
 
Robert Lee’s contributions have not gone unnoticed. His reputation for excellence and integrity are recognized by all 
who have met him. He has received a number of awards and recognition including the Business Person of the Year in 
1990 by a panel of judges drawn from the Chinese-Canadian business community and the Vancouver Board of Trade. 
Bob has received an Honourary Doctorate of Laws Degree from UBC in 1996, the Order of British Columbia in 1990 
and the Order of Canada in 1999.   
 
Mr. Lee’s commitment to education and community service is shared by his wife Lily and his four children.  

http://bcbusinessonline.stockgroup.com/sn_overview.asp?symbol=T.WFC


 

2010 Business Laureates of  British Columbia Hall of  Fame Inductee 
 

John W. (Jack) Poole, O.C., O.B.C., B.Sc.  1933 – 2009 
Chairman, Board of Directors 
Vancouver Organizing Committee for the 2010 Olympic and Paralympic 
Winter Games  
 
Jack Poole rose from relatively poor beginnings to become one of Canada’s most 
successful builders and community leaders.  He played the founding and lead role in the 
building of two major real estate development companies now readily acknowledged to 
be among Canada’s most successful.   
 
Jack has served his community with great distinction.  This lifetime of success and service 
was capped by his leadership of the 2010 Olympic and Paralympic Winter Games in 

Vancouver.  Jack agreed to take a salary of one dollar a year and pay all of his own expenses.  His experience, credibility 
and unique leadership style are rightly given credit for being that indispensable difference that made sure Canada had a 
winning bid.   
 
Jack was born in1933 in the village of Mortlach, Saskatchewan. His parents instilled in Jack optimism, the importance of 
education and the belief that there was no limit to his future if he applied himself.  His father’s lineage provided Jack his 
1/32 Cree blood, and the Metis status in which Jack took great pride. Jack sometimes mentioned that he graduated in 
the top two of his grade 12 class in Mortlach.  He then pointed out that his school had only one room, and that his 
grade 12 class consisted of only two students, Jack and Helen Forbes.  He finished second. 
 
 Jack married at 17, and by the time he graduated with a degree in civil engineering from the University of Saskatchewan, 
he was the proud father of four daughters.  Moving to Vancouver in 1963, his own entrepreneurial vision took shape 
and in 1964, Jack co-founded Daon Development Corporation which formed to build housing in resource towns. The 
company grew to become the second largest real estate development and investment company in North America.  He 
expanded out of BC to design and build some of North America’s finest projects, ranging from major apartments and 
office buildings to shopping centres, warehouses, residential lots and homes in major centres. 
 
Jack was the co-founder of another quality, award-winning development company, originally known as VLC Properties 
Ltd. and now as Concert Properties Ltd.  Jack was Chairman of The Board at Concert until his death in October, 2009.  
 
Jack’s business and personal successes have been matched by what he’s given back to the communities in which he’s 
lived.  He chaired numerous charity drives and dinners, and participated regularly in fundraising efforts for civic, 
provincial and federal political parties.  A generous supporter of community initiatives, including ongoing philanthropic 
support for such British Columbia institutions as the BC Children’s Hospital, the Vancouver General Hospital, the 
University of British Columbia Hospital and the Arts Umbrella, Poole also helped bring the Molson Indy race to 
Vancouver. He and his wife, Darlene, established the Jack and Darlene Poole Endowment Fund for pediatric oncology 
research. 

 



 

 

 
Jack enjoyed great success in Vancouver, his community of choice since he moved here almost 50 years ago, but he has 
always been someone who takes advantage of his personal good fortune by making sure he gives back to the community 
he has chosen to call home.  Jack Poole was a builder who has made a positive difference in his community, his province 
and his country. 
 
Jack was a proud husband with five children, eight grandchildren and two great-grandchildren.  
 


